Titanic Sites
in Nova Scotia

RMS Titanic
and Halifax
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The maiden voyage of RMS
Titanic began in Southampton,
England on April 10, 1912. After
calling at Cherbourg, France and
Queenstown (now Cobh), Ireland,
the vessel steamed for New
York, USA carrying over 2,200
passengers and crew.

Yarmouth County Museum
22 Collins St., Yarmouth
(902) 742-5539
The museum’s display features
the Samson, once thought to
be the “mystery” ship that was
seal hunting illegally in the
vicinity of the Titanic at the time
of the sinking.

2 Queens County Museum
109 Main St., Liverpool
(902) 354-4058
The museum has a display
of Titanic artifacts and period
collectibles that illustrate
Liverpool’s connection to
the vessel.

4 East Hants Historical Museum
Route 215, Lower Selma
The museum has a portable
embalming table that
belonged to J.A. Logan, a local
undertaker who worked on
Titanic victims. It is believed
to have been used for
American businessman
John Jacob Astor’s body.
5

3 Bayview Anglican Cemetery
Lower Commons Rd., Chester
Following her death in
April 1961, survivor Alice
Elizabeth Fortune Allen was
buried in Chester.

Hazel Hill Cable Station
Whitman House Museum, Canso
(902) 366-2170
A display at Whitman House
Museum in Canso details the
role this cable station played
in relaying news of Titanic’s
sinking from Cape Race,
Newfoundland and Labrador
to New York.

6 North Highlands
Community Museum
Dingwall, Cape Breton
(902) 383-2579
The museum has a small piece
of the wreckage salvaged
by local residents Jack and
Douglas MacDougall who were
Please note, some sites open seasonally.
crewmen aboard CS Minia.
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A second Halifax-based Cable
Ship, Minia, had been at sea
when the Titanic sank, but
returned to Halifax to collect
supplies before sailing from the
Central Wharf on April 22. After
eight days of searching, the Minia
found 17 bodies, two of which
were buried at sea.

“

Titanic Cemeteries
in Halifax
Flowers and wreaths were
donated by locals and the coffins
of the unidentified victims were
adorned with lilies.

”

On Sunday, April 14 at 11:40 pm,
the Titanic struck an iceberg
and by 2:20 am on April 15, the
“unsinkable ship” was gone. In
less than three hours, the pride of
the White Star Line had become
one of the greatest marine
disasters in recorded history.
On Monday April 15, at about
4:00 am, the Cunard Liner RMS
Carpathia arrived at the scene
of the disaster and her crew
was able to rescue more than
700 survivors. Loaded with
traumatized passengers, the
Carpathia made for New York
and the grim task of recovering
victims was given to four
Canadian vessels dispatched by
the White Star Line.
On April 17, the Halifax-based
Cable Steamer Mackay-Bennett
set sail with a minister, an
undertaker and a cargo of ice,
coffins and canvas bags. She
arrived at the site on April 20
and during the next five days her
crew recovered 306 bodies, 116 of
which were buried at sea.

Mayflower Curling Rink.
Of the 209 victims placed in the
morgue, only 59 were shipped out
by train to their families.
The rest were buried in three
Halifax cemeteries between
May 3 and June 12.
Religious services were held
at St. Paul’s Church and at the
Synagogue on Starr Street. Burial
services were held at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Brunswick Street
Methodist Church, St. George’s
Church and All Saints Cathedral.
Hearses lined up on Halifax wharf, near present Jetty No. 4 in HMCS Dockyard,
to take RMS Titanic victims recovered by CS Minia.

On May 6, the Canadian
government vessel CGS
Montmagny left Halifax and
recovered four bodies, one of
which was buried at sea. The
remaining three were brought
from Louisbourg, Nova Scotia to
Halifax by rail. The fourth and
final ship in the recovery effort
was the SS Algerine, which sailed

from St. John’s, Newfoundland
and Labrador on May 16.
The crew of the Algerine found
one body, which was shipped to
Halifax on the SS Florizel.

Flowers and wreaths were
donated by locals and the coffins
of the unidentified victims were
adorned with lilies.

In 1912, 150 victims of the sinking
of RMS Titanic were laid to rest
in Fairview Lawn Cemetery,
Mount Olivet Cemetery and Baron
de Hirsch Private Cemetery in
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
The White Star Line paid for
the lots and to have plain
granite gravestones erected
for the victims. Each stone
was inscribed: “Died: April 15,
1912” and
included an
identification
number.

This system not only facilitated
the identification of Titanic
victims, but also proved
invaluable in December of 1917
when Halifax was devastated by
an explosion that took nearly
2,000 lives.
Over the years, research has
shown that some of the names
on the graves are not spelled
correctly and many gravestones
simply have a number,
as the victim was never
identified. In some
cases, families, friends
and other groups chose
to commission more
elaborate gravestones for
victims.

The numbers
were part
of a system
developed
following the
These more personalized
disaster. To
graves, including the
maintain order,
striking Celtic cross and
each body
the beautiful monument
recovered
to the “Unknown Child”,
from the water
are located at Fairview
was given a
Lawn Cemetery.
number and
Monument to the “Unknown Child”
observations
at Fairview Lawn Cemetery.
about the
Please remember that a cemetery is a sacred
victim, their clothing,
place. Respect the grounds by staying on the
pathways and refraining from littering. Do not
jewellery and other personal
mark or dislodge the gravestones.
effects were recorded.

The majority of the bodies
were unloaded at the Coal or
Flagship Wharf and horse-drawn
hearses brought the victims to
the temporary morgue in the

POSITION LAT. 41.46 N LONG. 50.14 W

Considered one of the greatest marine
disasters in recorded history, the story
of RMS Titanic begins in Southampton,
England on April 10, 1912, when the
vessel left on her maiden voyage.
For some of those who lost their lives
aboard the ill-fated ship, Halifax, Nova
Scotia became their final resting place.

William George Squares de Carteret,
Captain of the CS Minia.
The White Star Line pays
for the perpetual care of the
three cemeteries, having
created a trust in 1930.

Photo credits: Nova Scotia Archives and Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, Halifax, Nova Scotia.

DISTRESS CALL FROM RMS TITANIC 11:55 PM

Discover Nova Scotia’s artifacts and
records at titanic.gov.ns.ca

Titanic Sites in Metro Halifax
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19 Bedford Institute of Oceanography
1 Challenger Dr., Dartmouth
(902) 426-2373
Research on the wreck of the
Titanic was carried out by
scientists at the Bedford Institute
of Oceanography, including the
first tests of her steel plating and
studies of the rusticles growing
on the wreck.
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18 George Wright Memorial Stone
Christ Church Cemetery,
Dundas St., Dartmouth
A memorial stone was erected
in the cemetery for Halifax
millionaire George Wright, whose
body was never recovered after
the sinking of the Titanic.
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12 Brunswick Street
Methodist Church
2107 Brunswick St. (Most
of the original church was
destroyed by fire in 1979)
Now known as Brunswick Street
United Church, a large memorial
service was held on May 3, 1912
for 46 victims. This was the first
of several memorial services
conducted under the auspices of
the Halifax Evangelical Alliance.

15 Site of Mayflower Curling Club
2660 Agricola St.
A retail store now stands
where the club was formerly
located. Following the sinking of
Titanic, the club was used as a
temporary morgue for bodies of
the victims.

19
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8 Maritime Museum
of the Atlantic
1675 Lower Water St.
(902) 424-7490
A permanent exhibit honours
those who lost their lives
and explores the ties between
Halifax and the Titanic. The
collection features wooden
artifacts recovered at the scene
of the disaster, including
richly carved pieces of
Titanic’s grand staircase.

11 Site of Snow’s Funeral Home
1740 Argyle St.
Now a restaurant, the original
building is still standing.
John Snow & Sons were the
chief embalmers and directed
the team of undertakers that
came from Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island.

14 St. George’s Church
2222 Brunswick St.
Now known as St. George’s
Round Church, a memorial
service organized by the crew
of the Mackay-Bennett was
held for an “Unknown Child”,
later identified as Sidney Leslie
Goodwin. The crew paid for a
headstone, which was erected in
Fairview Lawn Cemetery.

17 Dartmouth Heritage Museum
26 Newcastle St., Dartmouth
(902) 464-2300
The museum has a letter
written by Francis Dyke,
a Halifax seaman who recovered
bodies following the sinking
of the Titanic.
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4 George Wright House
989 Young Ave.
The day before he boarded
the Titanic, Halifax millionaire
George Wright bequeathed his
mansion to the Local Council of
Women. Mr. Wright’s body was
never recovered after
the sinking. No public access.

7 St. Mary’s Cathedral
Corner of Spring Garden Rd.
and Barrington St.
Now known as St. Mary’s
Cathedral Basilica, a mass was
held for four of the Catholic
victims on May 3, 1912. The last
of several masses was held at
St. Mary’s on May 15.

10 St. Paul’s Church
1749 Argyle St.
The congregation of the
oldest Protestant church in
Canada held a large memorial
service for victims of the Titanic
on April 21, 1912. Particular
reference was made to George
Wright, a member of the parish.

13 Site of Karlsen’s Wharf
2089 Upper Water St.
On April 17, 1912, the MackayBennett left from Karlsen’s
Wharf to search for victims of
the Titanic. No longer in place,
the wharf was located between
what is now HMCS Dockyard
and Casino Nova Scotia.
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3 Mount Olivet Cemetery
7076 Mumford Rd.
There are 19 victims of the
Titanic interred in this Catholic
cemetery, including J.F.P. Clarke,
the bass player in the band.

6 Grave of Hilda (Slayter) Lacon
Camp Hill Cemetery
(south of the Robie St. gate)
Halifax-born Mary Hilda (Slayter)
Lacon survived the Titanic and
was buried here in 1965.

9 Former home of
Hilda (Slayter) Lacon
1706 Argyle St.
Former home of Halifax-born
Mary Hilda (Slayter) Lacon,
who survived the sinking
of the Titanic. No public access.
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2 Baron de Hirsch
Private Cemetery
Connaught Ave. (at Windsor St.)
Michel Navratil, Frederick H.
Wormald and eight unidentified
male victims are buried in this
Jewish cemetery. No public access.

5 Nova Scotia Archives
6016 University Ave.
(902) 424-6060
Holdings include the original
coroner’s records, which contain
detailed documentation of Titanic
victims and correspondence from
families. Archival material is
available on-site and online.
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Fairview Lawn Cemetery
Chisholm Ave.
(off Connaught Ave.)
This cemetery contains 121
graves that bear witness to the
range of cultures and social
classes that were on board the
Titanic. Victims thought to be
Protestant were buried in this
nondenominational cemetery.
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This map has been modified and does not include all streets.
Locations and distances are approximate.

16 Coal or Flagship Wharf No. 4
Located just north of the
Halifax side of the Angus L.
Macdonald Bridge
The site is now part of the
Naval Dockyard. The bodies of
the Titanic victims were landed
at this wharf and then taken
by horse-drawn hearses to
the temporary morgue at the
Mayflower Curling Club.
No public access.

Discover Nova Scotia’s artifacts and records at titanic.gov.ns.ca
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Titanic artifacts at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic are a
touching reminder of the ship’s lost luxury, her tragic end and
the special role the Port of Halifax played as the enormity of the
disaster unfolded.

Photo credits: Nova Scotia Archives and Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, Halifax, Nova Scotia.

