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The Project Team will continue to help address any concerns raised by local citizens over the 
duration of the Project’s development. 
 
Website 
A website for the Project has been developed and can be accessed at: 
http://www.scotianwindfields.ca/wind/projects/north-beaverbank-community-wind-project. The 
website provides an overview of the Project, provides access to the featured posters presented at 
the first open house, shares information on upcoming meetings, and Project news, as well as allows 
interested public to pose questions to the Project team.  
 
12.2 Aboriginal Engagement 
Preliminary Project details were submitted to the Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn Negotiation Office 
on March 27, 2012 and on May 23, 2012. Information was also provided to the NS Office of 
Aboriginal Affairs on June 14, 2012. Details included a Project map, description of the work 
undertaken to date, and invitation to comment. No response from either organization has been 
received to date. 
 
12.3 Review of Public Concerns 
Issues and concerns raised by the public and other stakeholders throughout the consultation 
process can be grouped into five broad categories which have been assessed throughout the EA.  
 
Concerns include: 

 Potential effects from sound generated by wind turbines; 
 Potential effects on property values on lands near the Project site; 
 Potential effects to the visual landscape around the Project site; 
 Potential effects to birds and other wildlife from the construction and operation of wind 

turbines; and 
 Concerns regarding public health and safety. 

Sound 
Residents living near the Project site expressed concerns over the potential for noise during 
construction and decommissioning phases of the Project, as well as annoyance from noise 
generated by turbine blades during operation. 
 
Sound modeling was completed to ensure that sound levels generated by operating turbines at all 
existing receptors will comply with the NSE standard of 40 dBA (exterior of the residence). 
 
Additional details regarding sound assessment methodology and results are provided in Section 
11.4. Infrasound is considered in the Human Health Literature Review provided in Appendix C.  
 
Property Values 
Potential effects on property values have been identified as a concern of neighboring residents. A 
review was completed on available literature related to the effect of wind farms on surrounding 
property values and a discussion is provided in Section 9.2.  
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Visual Landscape 
Photos taken from locations near the Project site were used to create simulated images of the view 
plane for public viewing.  Additional details and results of the visual assessment for the Project are 
provided in Section 11.3.  
 
Birds and Wildlife 
The public has raised concerns about mortality of birds and bats resulting from collisions with wind 
turbines. Sensory disturbances, as well as habitat loss for birds, bats and other forms of wildlife are 
also common concerns.   
 
Extensive desktop and field studies have been completed to assess birds, bats and other wildlife 
and associated habitats at or near the Project site. Extensive consultation has been ongoing with 
NSDNR and CWS to ensure due diligence is practiced with regards to wildlife. The Proponent has 
committed to ongoing monitoring as requested by these agencies.  
 
Details on wildlife methodology and results for fish, terrestrial fauna, birds, and bats are provided in 
Sections 8.3, 8.6, 8.7 and 8.8, respectively. 
 
Public Health and Safety  
The public is often concerned about the potential for effects to health and safety from wind turbines. 
In addition to sound levels, common concerns include infrasound, shadow flicker and the risk of ice 
throw. Due to the distance between Project infrastructure and potential receptors, no adverse 
shadow flicker impacts to residential receptors are expected. 
 
 A literature review regarding additional potential for effects to health and from wind turbines was 
also completed. The main findings of this review are provided in Appendix C.   
 
13.0 EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 
 
Based on the discussion in Section 7, the following have been identified as VECs: 
 

 SOCI (fauna); 
 Avifauna; and 
 Bats. 
 

To ensure all relevant issues and concerns related to the proposed Project are identified, an 
interaction matrix was used to evaluate the interactions between the Project phases and the VECs 
(Table 13.1).  The potential for accidents and malfunctions is also considered for each Project 
phase. 
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Table 13.1: Interaction Matrix 

Project Phases/Activities Fauna SOCI Avifauna Bats 

Site Preparation and Construction 

Land Surveys for Placement of Roads, 
Turbines and Associated Works 

 X  

Geotechnical Investigations X X  

Placement of Sedimentation and Erosion 
Control Measures 

   

Clearing of Trees and Grubbing Areas for 
Construction 

X X X 

Access Road Upgrading and Construction X X X 

Laydown Area and Turbine Pad Construction X X X 

Transportation of Turbine Components    

Turbine Assembly X X X 

Grid Connection    

Removal of Temporary Works and Site 
Restoration 

   

Commissioning    

Operation and Maintenance 

General Operation and Maintenance X X X 

Vegetation Management X X  

Decommissioning 

Dismantling and Removal of Turbines from 
Project Site 

X X X 

Removal of Turbine Foundations to Below 
Grade and Reinstatement of Topsoil 

X X X 

Reinstatement of Lands X X X 

Removal and Disposal of Collection System, 
Conductor and Poles 

X X X 

Removal of All Other Equipment and 
Stabilization of Lands 

X X X 

 
13.1 Environmental Effects Analysis Methodology 
The completion of the environmental effects analysis involves consideration of the following 
elements: 
 

 Description of potential negative environmental effects; 
 Mitigation measures; 
 Residual effects; 
 Significance of residual environmental effects; and 
 Monitoring or follow up programs. 

 
This EA is structured to include proposed mitigation to reduce or eliminate potential adverse 
environmental effects.  The determination of significance of adverse environmental effects is based 
on post-mitigation (residual) effects, rather than unmitigated potential effects.  The significance of 


