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Bio Design Earth Products Inc. 
6 Belmont Avenue, Dartmouth, NS, B2W 1E5 

Information Session 
Beaver Bank Kinsac Community Centre, 1583 Beaver Bank Road, Beaver Bank, NS B4G 1C5 

Wednesday, December 12  

5:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 

Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry, owned and operated by Bio Design Earth Products Inc. (BDEP), is 

located at 1255 East Uniacke Road within PID 45405388 in East Uniacke, Nova Scotia.  The map 

below shows the location of the East Uniacke Quarry, currently operating under a Nova Scotia 
Environment (NSE) Industrial Approval (NSE Approval #: 2014-089114). Current quarry 

production is anticipated to remain consistent in the future, however, BDEP intends to extend the 

existing quarry area. This activity requires a Provincial Environmental Assessment registration 
(Class I undertaking). 

On December 12th, an information drop in session – informal with poster boards, will be held at 

the Beaver Bank Kinsac Community Centre. The Project Team will be on hand to discuss the 
expansion of the quarry, and provide details relating to provincial environmental assessment 

activities currently underway. We would like to invite you to come learn about our development. 

For more information, please contact Gerard Birrette at birrettepg@eastlink.ca or call (902) 488-

0077. 

  



The Chronicle Herald B5
Saturday, December 1, 2018 BUSINESS

Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry, owned and operated by Bio Design
Earth Products Inc. (BDEP) is located at 1255 East Uniacke
Road within PID 45405388 in East Uniacke, Nova Scotia. Current
quarry production is anticipated to remain consistent in the future,
however, BDEP intends to extend the existing quarry area. This
activity requires a Provincial Environmental Assessment registration
(Class I undertaking).

On December 12, 2018, an information session (informal with poster
boards) will be held from 5:00-8:00 pm at the Beaver Bank Kinsac
Community Centre in Beaver Bank, NS. The Project Team will be
on hand to discuss the extension of the quarry, and provide details
relating to provincial environmental assessment activities currently
underway.

For Additional Information, please contact:

Project Coordinator: Gerard Birrette
P.O. Box 89, Eastern Passage, NS, B3G 1M7
(902) 488-0077

NOTICE
INFORMATION SESSION

December 12th, 2018 (5:00-8:00pm)
Beaver Bank Kinsac Community Centre

1583 Beaver Bank Road,
Beaver Bank, Nova Scotia

B4G 1C5

BRP Inc. notched record third-
quarter revenues of $1.39 billion,
up 14 per cent from last year and
slightly above analyst estimates as
demand for side-by-side utility
vehicles and Sea-Doos fuelled
sales growth.
Net income attributable to

shareholders of the Quebec-based
company, which makes Ski-Doo
snowmobiles, recreational water-
craft and off-road vehicles, was
$90.3 million or 92 cents per
share in the three months ended
Oct. 31.
That was up from $70 million

or 67 cents per share in last year’s
third quarter, when revenue was
$1.23 billion.
The revenue increase was

largely due to higher wholesale of
year-round products and a favour-
able foreign exchange rate vari-
ation of $31 million.
BRP’s adjusted earnings were

down slightly at $102.9 million or
$1.04 per share, but well above
the Thomson Reuters Eikon ana-
lyst estimate of 98 cents per
share.

Chief executive Jose Boisjoli
said the company’s Can-Am off-
road lineup saw year-over-year
sales jump to the mid-20 per cent
range in a sector that grew in the
single digits. Strong demand for
the side-by-sides — also known as
utility task vehicles (UTVs) —
helped drive revenues for all
year-round products to $562

million, a 21 per cent increase in
its biggest product category.
Sea-Doos, meanwhile, rode a

third-quarter sales wave 30 per
cent larger than last year’s, Bois-
joli said on a conference call with
investors Friday.
BRP shares jumped about six

per cent in mid-morning trading
on the Toronto Stock Exchange,

climbing to $46.77 as the com-
pany maintained the upper end of
its guidance — already raised
twice in 2018.
BRP expects normalized earn-

ings per diluted share for the year
to increase 30 to 35 per cent com-
pared with the previous year, up
from an earlier prediction for
growth of 24 to 30 per cent.
The company’s acquisition this

year of the AlumaCraft Boat Co.
and Manitou Pontoon Boats
helped boost BRP’s marine
product revenues 30 per cent to
$139 million.
Aluminum fishing boats and

pontoons — uncharted waters for
BRP — comprise more than half
of the U.S. boat market, Boisjoli
has said, as the company casts its
line for the world’s 700 million
anglers.
The CEO was bullish about

sales of BRP’s signature Ski-Doos
as well.
“The good news is that there is

snow in North America already,”
he said.
“As long as the unemployment

rate is low and the housing market
is okay, I would say we’re in good
shape.”

Boisjoli is also banking on the
burgeoning market for three-
wheeled vehicles.
BRP introduced the three-

wheeled Can-Am Ryker in
September, which starts at
US$8,500, nearly half as cheap as
its cousin, the Can-Am Spyder. A
new pricing option to lease the
Ryker roadster for about US$150
per month also opens up lower-
income markets, the CEO said.
The company said it hopes

more than 150 schools in the U.S.
will offer its three-wheeled rider
education program by the end of
the year, with more than 9,000
drivers registered so far.
Analyst Benoit Poirier of Des-

jardins Capital Markets tipped his
cap to BRP’s product innovation
— “a key lever for market share
gains.”
“We are impressed by the ro-

bust results and the retail per-
formance that led to BRP outper-
forming the industry in every
segment in North America,” Poiri-
er said.
The company’s sales mo-

mentum speaks to the strength of
the power-sport industry as a
whole, he said.

BRP revenue climbs to record $1.39B
CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS
THE CANADIAN PRESS

Employees work on the SeaDoo assembly line at the BRP plantin
Valcourt, Que. RYAN REMIORZ • CP

CALGARY — A rift in the western
Canadian oilpatch over how to
best deal with a glut of oil blamed
for wide discounts in local spot
prices continues to widen despite
the province’s vow this week to
buy locomotives and railcars to
help drain the surplus.
Alberta Premier Rachel Notley

said in speeches in Ottawa and
Toronto this week that the
province has decided to buy as
many as 80 locomotives and
7,000 rail tankers — expected to
cost hundreds of millions of dol-
lars — to move the province’s
excess oil to markets, with the
first shipments expected in late
2019.
But that will take too long and

doesn’t help with Canada’s inabil-
ity to build new pipelines, which is
the root of the problem, said Jim
Riddell, chairman and CEO of
Paramount Resources CEO backs
calls for production cuts to sup-
port oil pricesLtd., on Friday.
“It’s (a government) problem

that they created and they have to
fix it,” said the normally media-
shy CEO in an interview.
“They need to, in the short

term, curtail production for both
gas and oil. They have to do it
thoughtfully so that it influences
producers to shut in the lowest
value production and not shut in
the highest value.”

The intermediate-sized com-
pany was looking at raising its
drilling budget next year to in-
crease production but has
changed its outlook in the last six
to eight weeks to instead favour
spending “a small fraction” of its
2018 budget of $600 million
because of poor prices, Riddell
said.
The curtailment plan first put

forward by oilsands giant Cenov-
us Energy Inc. was supported this
week by Jason Kenney, leader of
Alberta’s opposition United Con-
servative Party, who suggested all
companies in Alberta be forced to

temporarily halt 10 per cent of
their production.
Western Canada had total

production of about 4.3 million
barrels per day of oil in Septem-
ber.
Curtailment is opposed by

Calgary-based companies such as
Suncor Energy Inc., Imperial Oil
Ltd. and Husky Energy Inc. whose
refining assets and firm pipeline
contracts allow them to avoid
most local price discounts.
On Friday, Imperial and Husky

said they remain opposed to invol-
untary production cuts but sup-
port the rail investments because

they could help to improve market
access.
“Any and all actions that can be

taken to increase takeaway capa-
city are ultimately in the best
interest of our industry,” said
Imperial spokeswoman Lisa
Schmidt in an email.
In Friday’s fiscal update, the

Alberta government says it now
expects growth of 2.5 per cent in
2018, down from the 2.7 per cent
growth forecast last spring, be-
cause of lower commodity prices.
It says discounts on crude oil are
costing the country $80 million a
day in lost revenue.

It has appointed a panel to find
solutions to low oil prices and says
it hasn’t ruled out using curtail-
ment or adjusting its royalty
scheme, through which it gets a
cut of any oil or gas produced
from lands where it owns the
mineral rights, if necessary.
The CEO of well completion

firm Trican Well Service Ltd. says
he, too, is supporting production
cuts even though they could trans-
late into a short-term drop in
activity this winter, the season
when most drilling in Western
Canada is done because the
frozen ground allows access to
remote sites.
“If the current situation stays

where it’s at, I think the industry
could be in for a pretty a signific-
ant 2019 (spending) cut,” said
Dale Dusterhoft on Friday, adding
he doesn’t normally support gov-
ernment intervention in the mar-
ket.
“Mostly, it’s what’s the alternat-

ive? The alternative is to let the
market play out and that’s a year
away, likely, or three-quarters of a
year, and by then we could have
significant job losses and signific-
ant royalty losses for the govern-
ment.”
He said Trican expects to lay

off about 140 people by year-end
because of expectations of lower
activity in Canada. It has a work-
force of around 2,200 in Canada
and the United States.

OIL PRODUCTION

Another CEO calls for cuts
DAN HEALING
THE CANADIAN PRESS

The chairman and CEO of Paramount Resources Ltd. says Alberta should move immediately to
impose a 10 per cent curtailment on all production in the province to drain a glut of oil and gas and
support low prices. Pumpjacks at work pumping crude oil near Halkirk, Alta.
LARRY MACDOUGAL • CP

OTTAWA — The pace of econom-
ic growth in Canada slowed in the
third quarter as business invest-
ment spending fell and the growth
in household spending slowed,
raising questions about the future
pace of interest rate hikes by the
Bank of Canada.
The Canadian economy grew at

an annualized pace of two per
cent in the third quarter com-
pared with 2.9 per cent in the
second quarter, matching the
expectations of economists, ac-
cording to Thomson Reuters
Eikon.
However, economists said the

details in the latest reading of the
economy showed troubling signs
of weakness, adding that a separ-
ate report showed the economy
ended the quarter on a weak note.
The Bank of Canada raised its

key interest rate target in October
to 1.75 per cent, its highest level in
about a decade. Investor expecta-
tions are that the central bank will
keep its key rate on hold when it
makes its next scheduled rate

announcement next week, but
expectations had been that it
would likely raise it in January.
Paul Ferley, assistant chief

economist at Royal Bank, pointed
to the decline in business invest-
ment and a larger-than-expected
drop in residential investment as
disappointing.
And Ferley said it looks like

economic growth in the fourth
quarter will be even slower.
“It is looking like right now that

Q4 growth could closer to one per
cent than two,” he said.
Ferley said he continues to

expect an interest rate increase in
the first quarter, but that it will be
contingent on how the economy
fares and if the slowing in the last
three months of 2018 proves to be
transitory.
The third quarter ended on a

weak note as real gross domestic
product edged down 0.1 per cent
in September. Statistics Canada
noted it was the first move lower
after seven consecutive months of
growth.
The agency attributed Septem-

ber’s decrease to lower output

across all goods-producing indus-
tries which slipped 0.7 per cent.
Services industries edged up 0.2
per cent.
Stephen Brown, senior Canada

economist at Capital Economics,
said the fourth quarter will get a
bit of a boost from the resumption
of the Syncrude facility and the
inclusion of legalized marijuana in
the statistics for the first time.
“But the bigger factor is that the

economy faces big headwinds
from lower oil prices and weak
new home sales,” Brown wrote in
a report.
“Both suggest that investment

could fall further in the quarters
ahead. That will give the Bank of
Canada pause for thought and
means that a January rate rise is
looking less likely than it did a
month ago.”
In the third quarter, spending

on non-residential investment in
buildings and engineering struc-
tures fell 1.3 per cent, as invest-
ment in the oil and gas sector
slowed. Machinery and equip-
ment investment by businesses
fell 2.5 per cent.

Economic growth slowed
in Q3: Statistics Canada
CRAIG WONG
THE CANADIAN PRESS



WELCOME

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
SESSION

Please sign in and provide your 
contact information if

you would like to receive further 
information and

updates about the Project.

We invite you to walk around and 
look at the displays.

If you have any comments or 
questions please ask

one of our representatives or fill 
out a comment card

and we will be in touch!

Thank you for coming!



PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION

Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry is an existing quarry 
located 4 km northeast of the community of East Uniacke, 
Nova Scotia. Current quarry production is anticipated to 

remain consistent in the future; however, Bio Design 
Earth Products Inc. intends to expand the existing quarry 

area. This activity requires Provincial Environmental 
Assessment (EA) registration (Class I undertaking). 

Project Schedule

Project Development 
Studies

Status

Environmental Studies Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall 
2018

Public Consultation December 12, 2018 (Information 
Session and on-going throughout 
the Project to inform Project 
design)

Environmental 
Assessment Registration

January 2019

Quarry Life Window 2019 – 2044 (25 years)
Expected EA Decision Spring 2019



PROJECT LOCATION 
AND DETAILS

The Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry Project Study Area is located in 
Hants County, 4 km northeast of East Uniacke. The current quarry is 
approximately 3 hectares in size and is located on privately-owned 
land. The quarry is currently operating under a Nova Scotia 
Environment Industrial Approval.   

The existing Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry is located within the 
eastern extent of the EA Study Area. The remainder of the Study Area 
(~100 hectares in size) is comprised of natural forested land, cleared 
areas, and a forestry road. 



VALUED ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPONENTS

The Project is subject to provincial regulatory review by Nova 
Scotia Environment under the Nova Scotia Environmental 
Assessment (EA) Regulations (Section 49 of the NS Environment 
Act.)

Environmental surveys have been conducted following guidance 
from various agencies including the Nova Scotia Department of 
Lands and Forests, Nova Scotia Environment (NSE), the Canadian 
Wildlife Service (CWS) and, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (FOC). 

Valued Environmental Components (VEC) are existing 
environmental features that have value to all stakeholders. 
Predicted environmental effects that may be influenced by the 
Project, are evaluated as part of the EA process. 



The following VEC’s have been evaluated for the Birrette’s East 
Uniacke Quarry:

Wetlands
• Field evaluations identified multiple wetlands within the Study Area 

comprising swamp and bog habitat. 
• The majority of wetlands comprise isolated, low lying land which 

store surface water. Some wetlands source water to down-gradient 
streams.

Aquatic Environment
• Field evaluations identified two watercourse 

within the Study Area. Two additional 
watercourses were observed down-gradient 
of the Study Area and intercept water from 
on-site wetlands.

• None of the wetlands or watercourses within 
the quarry development area provide habitat 
for fish.

• Surface water runoff and drainage is currently 
directed east through two settlement ponds 
before passively discharging into O’Hearn Flowage (~500m east).

• Current environmental controls in place will be maintained and 
expanded as necessary to meet Nova Scotia Environment’s Industrial 
Approval requirements. 

• Baseline surface water quality samples were collected downstream of 
the quarry during environmental evaluations from which future water 
quality samples can be compared to.

VALUED ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPONENTS



Avian
• No avian Species at Risk (SAR) were identified incidentally or 

during targeted bird surveys during environmental evaluations. 
• The following avian species of conservation interest (SOCI) were 

identified:
• Pine Siskin (Carduelis pinus; ACCDC S2S3)
• Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis; ACCDC S3)
• Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula; ACCDC S3S4B)
• Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris; ACCDC 

S3S4B)
Flora and Habitat
• No SAR plant or lichen species were 

observed within the Study Area.
• In total 133 plant species were recorded 

during botany surveys, one of which; the 
Southern Twayblade (Listera australis; 
ACCDC S3), is a SOCI.

• 38 lichen species were observed within the 
Study Area. Two of these species are 
classified as SOCI: Appressed Jellyskin 
Lichen (Leptogium subtile; ACCDC S3) and
Pompom-tipped Shadow Lichen
(Phaeophyscia pusilloides; ACCDC S3?). 

• Habitat comprises softwood forest with 
infrequent hardwood trees and areas subject 
to historical clear cutting and silviculture 
practices.

VALUED ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPONENTS



Wildlife
• The Study Area is being utilized by several wildlife species 

including:
- White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus)
- Eastern Coyote (Canis latrans)
- North American Porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum)
- Snowshoe Hare (Lepus americanus)
- Short-tailed weasel (Mustela erminea)
- Red Squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus)
- White-footed Deermouse (Peromyscus leucopus)

• No suitable habitat was observed for Wood Turtle (Glyptemys 
insculpta) or Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina) which are both 
Species at Risk.

• No evidence of Mainland Moose (a Species at Risk) was observed 
during tracking surveys.

Archaeological Study
• The archaeological study revealed 

very little evidence of cultural 
landscape alteration or areas of 
elevated archaeological potential. 

• The Study Area was determined to 
comprise low potential for 
archaeological resources, of either 
First Nations or European-descended 
origin (Davis McIntyre, 2018).

VALUED ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPONENTS



Residential Receptors
Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry is located in a rural setting. There are 
no residential receptors within 800 m of the Study Area and only one 
residential receptor within 1 km (along East Uniacke Road). 

Groundwater
• The closest assumed well is located 945 m north of the Study 

Area, at the location of the closest residential receptor. 
• According to the Nova Scotia Environment Well Logs Database, 

there are two potable wells located within a 1 km buffer of the 
Study Area. 

• Future quarrying is expected  to stay above the groundwater level.

VALUED ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPONENTS



Atmospheric Environment

Noise
• Blasting will be complete in accordance with the General Blasting 

Safety Regulations of Nova Scotia and the Nova Scotia Pit and 
Quarry Guidelines.

• No blasting will occur within 800 m of a foundation or base of 
offsite structure.

• There are no anticipated changes to the current frequency of 
blasting (i.e. a maximum of six times per year) or the operating 
hours of the quarry.

• Bio Design Earth Products Inc. will monitoring blasting through an 
independent subcontractor throughout the lifetime of the Project. 

Air Quality (Dust Control) and Noise Management 

• Current quarry production and blasting frequency is anticipated 
to remain consistent, therefore, air quality conditions and noise 
levels are not expected to change.

• Dust emissions will be controlled, and noise levels will be 
monitored in accordance with Nova Scotia Environment.

VALUED ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPONENTS



DEVELOPMENT PLAN
• Future quarrying will remain consistent with current methods.
• Expansion of the quarry will move south before continuing west 

from the current quarry location. 
• Proposed quarry activities will not result in excavation within the 

existing quarry floor.
• Transportation routes for haul truck traffic will either follow East 

Uniacke Road west, or travel north or south on Beaver Bank Road. 
• Local demand of aggregate will determine the volume of truck 

traffic. Truck traffic is not expected to increase from existing levels.

THANK YOU
We encourage you to speak to any of our representatives here 
today for more information on any of the topics covered on 
our posters.

If you have any further questions or comments please fill out 
a comment sheet. You can also send us questions or 
comments at the email, address, or phone number listed 
on the comment sheet.
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Representative Watercourse Photographs    
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Photo 1: Culvert inflow to north end of WC1 

 
Photo 2: WC1 anthropogenically straightened 
area 

 
Photo 3: WC1 dissipates into WL7 



Representative Watercourse Photographs    
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Photo 4: WC2 originating in WL7 

 
Photo 5: Debris barriers in WC2 

 
Photo 6: WC2 lacking discernable channel 



Representative Watercourse Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              
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Photo 7: WC2 near O’Hearn Flowage 

 
Photo 8: WC2 connection at O’Hearn Flowage 

 
 



Representative Watercourse Photographs    
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Photo 9: Debris barrier on WC3, north of road 

 
Photo 10: WC3 running through alder swamp, 
channel looses definition, becoming braided and 
difficult for fish the pass 

 
Photo 11: WC3 runs underground 



Representative Watercourse Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              

Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry Expansion Project              
 

 
Photo 12: WC3 becomes defined channel 

 
Photo 13: WC3 runs underground 

 
Photo 14: WC3 south of the road 



Representative Watercourse Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              
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Photo 15: WC3 enters an alder swamp, channel becomes braided 

 
Photo 16: WC3 floodplain area 



Representative Watercourse Photographs    
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Photo 17: WC3 begins connection to O’Hearn Flowage 

 
Photo 18: WC4 channel defined 



Representative Watercourse Photographs    
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Photo 19: WC4 dissipates into wetland 

 

 



Representative Wetland Photographs    
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Photo E1: Representative Wetland Habitat in 
WL1 

 
Photo E2: Representative Wetland Habitat in 
WL2 

 
Photo E3: Representative Wetland Habitat in 
WL3 



Representative Wetland Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              
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Photo E4: Representative Wetland Habitat in 
WL4 

 
Photo E5: Representative Wetland Habitat in 
WL5 

 
Photo E6: Representative Wetland Habitat in 
WL6 



Representative Wetland Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              
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Photo E7: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL7 

 
Photo E8: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL8 



Representative Wetland Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              
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Photo E9: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL10 

 
Photo E10: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL11 

 
Photo E11: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL12 

 
Photo E12: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL13 



Representative Wetland Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              
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Photo E13: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL14 

 
Photo E14: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL15 

 
Photo E15: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL16 

 
Photo E16: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL18 



Representative Wetland Photographs    

Environmental Assessment              

Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry Expansion Project              
 

 
Photo E17: Representative Wetland Habitat in WL19 

 

 



Birrette’s East Uniacke Quarry Expansion Project                                    
 

171 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX J:  ACID ROCK DRAINAGE (ARD) REPORT 
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