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January 3, 2022 
 
 
Paul MacLean 
Chief Operating Officer and Country Manager 
Bear Head Energy Inc. 
1969 Upper Water Street, Suite 1903 
Halifax, NS B3J 3R7 
paul.maclean@bearheadenergy.ca  
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Bear Head Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Production, 

Storage and Loading Facility 
 
Dear Paul MacLean: 
 
On September 17, 2022, Bear Head Energy Inc. submitted information (the Project 
Description Update, dated September 1, 2022) to the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada (the Agency) on the proposed construction and operation of a Green Hydrogen 
and Ammonia Production, Storage and Loading Facility (the Project), located in the Point 
Tupper Industrial Park, Nova Scotia. The Agency has reviewed the information with 
respect to the potential application of the Impact Assessment Act (the IAA). 
 
The Agency understands that the Project is an update to the previously proposed Bear 
Head Liquified Natural Gas Export Facility (2015) and Bear Head Liquified Natural Gas 
Terminal Project (2004). The Project will be located on lands owned by Bear Head 
Energy Inc. within the footprint of the original projects, which were partially constructed 
beginning in 2005. 
 
The Physical Activities Regulations (the Regulations) under the IAA set out a list of 
physical activities considered “designated projects.”  Based on the Project Description 
Update and follow-up information, the Project would be considered a designated 
project under the IAA because it includes the construction of a new marine terminal 
designed to handle ships up to 128,900 dead weight tonnage, exceeding the 25,000 
dead weight tonnage threshold in item 52 in the Regulations.  
 
The Agency notes that in 2004 the marine terminal proposed for the Bear Head 
Liquefied Natural Gas Terminal Project underwent a federal screening-level 
environmental assessment and was approved under the former Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act, 1992. Based on the Project Description Update, the 
design for the Project’s marine terminal is substantially the same as that assessed in 

ConradA
Text Box
January 4, 2023



  
 
 

Suite 200                               Bureau 200  
1801 Hollis Street                  1801, rue Hollis    
Halifax NS B3J 3N4               Halifax, NÉ B3J 3N4 
 

 

2004. Therefore, in accordance with section 185.1(1) of the IAA and section 128(1)(c) of 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, the Project is not subject to the IAA.  
 
Based on this analysis, Bear Head Energy Inc. is not required to submit an Initial Project 
Description of a Designated Project to the Agency. However, you are advised to review 
the Regulations and contact the Agency if, in your view, any changes to the Project are 
such that the Regulations may apply. 
 
The proponent is advised that under section 9(1) of the IAA, the Minister may, on 
request or on his or her own initiative, by order, designate a physical activity that is not 
prescribed by regulations made under paragraph 109(b) if, in his or her opinion, either 
the carrying out of that physical activity may cause adverse effects within federal 
jurisdiction or adverse direct or incidental effects, or public concerns related to those 
effects warrant the designation. Should the Agency receive a request for a project to be 
designated, the Agency would contact the proponent with further information. 
 
Please note Section 82 requires that, for any project occurring on federal lands, the 
federal authority responsible for administering those lands or for exercising, any power 
to enable the project to proceed must make a determination regarding the significance 
of environmental effects of the project. The Agency is not involved in this process; it is 
the responsibility of the federal authority to make and document this determination. 
 
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Lachlan MacLean, Project 
Manager, by phone at 902-476-2732, or by email at lachlan.maclean@iaac-aeic.gc.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Mike Atkinson 
Regional Director – Atlantic 
 
c.c.  Helen McPhail, Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 
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File number: 10700-40-58362 

October 7, 2022 

Paul MacLean 
Chief Operating Officer and Country Manager 
Bear Head Energy Inc. 
paul.maclean@bearheadenergy.ca  

Dear Paul MacLean: 

RE:  Environmental Assessment Evaluation 
Hydrogen and Ammonia Production Facility 

The Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluation of the proposed Bear Head Energy’s Hydrogen and 
Ammonia Production Facility in Richmond County, Nova Scotia has been completed. 

Following a review of the information provided to the Department on September 1, 2022, I have 
determined the proposed project to be a modification of an undertaking requiring a Class I EA pursuant 
to section 11 (3)(b) of the EA Regulations.  This determination is based on the fact that the proposed 
project requires changes to an approved project that have the potential to cause adverse effects or 
significant environmental effects if not properly mitigated.  Bear Head Energy will be required to register 
the proposed project for a Class I EA in accordance with the Environment Act and the EA Regulations. 

EA Branch staff are available to answer questions and to assist Bear Head in scoping the project.  If you 
have any questions regarding the EA process, please contact Helen MacPhail, Supervisor, Environmental 
Assessment Branch, at (902) 483-2696 or via email at Helen.MacPhail@novascotia.ca. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy Halman, MLA 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

c: Helen MacPhail, Supervisor, Environment and Climate Change 
Lorrie Roberts, Executive Director, Environment and Climate Change 
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Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada 

Pêches et Océans 
Canada  

PO Box 1006, P500 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia  B2Y 4A2 
 
 

Your file Votre référence 
January 6, 2023      

Our file Notre référence 
16-HMAR-00088 
 

 
Bear Head Energy Inc. 
Attention: Paul MacDonald 
1969 Upper Water Street, Suite 1903 
Halifax, NS B3J 3N2 
 
 
Subject: Amendment of Fisheries Act Authorization for Bear Head LNG Facility 
Marine Terminal (16-HMAR-00088) – Notice of amendment   
 
Dear Paul MacDonald: 
 
The Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
would like to acknowledge receipt of your request made pursuant to section 5 of the 
Authorizations Concerning Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Regulations (the 
Regulations) on September 16, 2022 to amend your authorization issued under paragraph 
35(2)(b) of the Fisheries Act.  
 
DFO understands that the works, undertakings, and activities related to the marine 
terminal and facilities for the updated project will be the same those previously 
authorized under Fisheries Act Authorization 16-HMAR-00088 (Attachment 1).  
 
The Program has reviewed the content of your amendment request and is notifying you 
that it is complete and that the authorization is hereby amended effective on this date. The 
amendments to the authorization are described below. 
 
The following section(s) of your authorization are deleted and replaced by the following 
 

Original Authorization Amended Authorization  
Authorization issued to: 
Paul MacLean 
Strategic and Regulatory Affairs Advisor 
Bear Head LNG Corporation Inc. 
Purdy’s Wharf Tower II 
1969 Upper Water Street, Suite 1903 

Authorization issued to: 
Paul MacLean 
Chief Operating Officer and Country 
Manager 
Bear Head Energy Inc. 
Purdy’s Wharf Tower II 
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Failure to comply with any of the terms or conditions of the authorization as 
amended may lead to prosecution under the Fisheries Act. 
 
A copy of the original authorization, and this letter containing the amendments should be 
kept on site while the work is in progress and upon request be provided to relevant 
federal or provincial officials. The authorization holder is responsible for ensuring work 
crews are familiar with, and able to adhere to, the conditions. 
 
Bill C-68 included new provisions (sections 42.2 to 42.5) in the Fisheries Act that require 
the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans to establish a public registry to facilitate public 
access to certain records, including amongst other items, authorizations issued pursuant 
to paragraphs 34.4(2)(b) and 35(2)(b) of the Fisheries Act. While the public registry 
provisions of the Fisheries Act are not yet in force, the Department has begun to post a 
list of authorizations issued since August 28, 2019, when amendments to the fish and fish 
habitat protection provisions of the Act came into force.  
 
Information pertaining to this authorization will be posted to the Fisheries Act Registry 
and accessible from the Department's website at https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-
ppe/registry-registre-eng.html as well as from the Open Government Portal at 
https://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset/2c09d2fd-9a8e-4d8c-b5af-95747e36eaac and the 
Common Project Search at https://common-project-search.canada.ca/. Information and 
data will be updated as the Department continues to develop the Fisheries Act Registry. 
 
Any disclosure of information will be conducted in accordance with the Access to 
Information Act and the Privacy Act. Should you have any documents that contain 
sensitive or proprietary information that you believe should be protected from public 

Halifax, NS B3J 3R7 
 

1969 Upper Water Street, Suite 1903 
Halifax, NS B3J 3R7 
 

Conditions of Authorization  
1. Conditions that relate to the period 

during which the work, undertaking 
or activity that will result in serious 
harm to fish can be carried on 
 
The work, undertaking or activity 
that results in serious harm to fish 
authorized to be carried on during 
the following period: 
 
From dated signed by the Regional 
Director General to December 31, 
2025 
 

Conditions of Authorization 
1. Conditions that relate to the period 

during which the work, undertaking 
or activity that will result in serious 
harm to fish can be carried on 
 
The work, undertaking or activity 
that results in serious harm to fish 
authorized to be carried on during 
the following period: 

 
From the Date of Issuance to 
December 31, 2031 
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disclosure, please contact us to discuss whether and how the information may be 
protected. 
 
If you, or anyone conducting work on your behalf have any questions please contact 
Chris Burbidge at 902-233-9731 or by email at christopher.burbidge@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. 
Please refer to the file number referenced above when corresponding with the Program. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Wambolt 
Manager, Regulatory Reviews 
Ecosystems Management  
DFO Maritimes 
 
cc: 
DFO Conservation and Protection Branch 
 
Attachment(1):  
 

1. Fisheries Act Authorization 16-HMAR-00088, signed and dated December 23, 
2016 

Wambolt
, Michael

Digitally signed by 
Wambolt, Michael 
Date: 2023.01.06 
11:09:03 -04'00'

















 
 

 
 

Navigation Protection Program  Your File  Votre référence 
Programme de protection de la navigation  
P.O. Box / C.P. 42 
95 Foundry Street-Heritage Court Our File  Notre référence 
Moncton, N.B.  E1C 8K6 8200-03-2355 
 
 
 
September 30, 2015 
 
 
Bear Head LNG Corporation 
1201 Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands, TX, 77380 
 
Re.: Request by Bear Head LNG Corporation for Approval Extension of the Marine Terminal 

located at Strait of Canso, in the Province of Nova Scotia 
 
We are in receipt of your letter dated February 25, 2014 requesting an extension to the time limits placed 
on commencement and completion of your work.  A review of our file indicates that following approvals 
were issued for the work: 
 

x Section 5(1) Navigable Waters Protection Act (NWPA) dated June 28, 2005. 
x Section 10(2) Alteration NWPA dated March 7, 2006.  

 
On April 1, 2014 the Navigable Waters Protection Act (NWPA) was repealed and replaced with the 
Navigation Protection Act (NPA).  Works approved pursuant to the NWPA are now under the legislative 
framework of the Navigation Protection Act and remain valid.   The NPA does not stipulate time limits for 
completion, commencement or expiry of works.  Therefore the expiry conditions as stated in your 5(1) 
NWPA approval are no longer applicable.   
 
Please note all other conditions and plans as approved must be adhered to when construction is   
commenced and completed.  Should the proposed work deviate from your approval you will be required 
to submit a new application for Notice of Works to the Navigable Waters Protection Program.  
 
 Further information on the NPA may be found at:  http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-632.html 
  
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office in Moncton at (506) 851-3113 
or by facsimile transmission at (506) 851-7542 or by e-mail at nppatl-ppnatl@tc.gc.ca 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Carl Ripley 
Manager, Navigation Protection Program 
Transport Canada 
Atlantic 
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