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OBJECTIVES
To provide a learning environment that will create and cause students to pause
and consider the value of our natural resources and in particular the forest
resources.
To create in each student a sense of responsibility and stewardship that we as
individuals have in keeping the forest resource healthy and viable.

FOREST SUSTAINABILITY
A Definition:

The maintenance and enhancement of the long-term health of a forest
ecosystem for the benefit of all living things while providing environmental,
economic, social and cultural opportunities for present and future generations

Youth and the Forest -How Do They Relate? ...
... Unfortunately for the most part, not very well.
Many do not have that connection to the natural environment and as a result it is
difficult for them to understand the need and responsibility of caring for it.
Most people are unaware of the fact that we are using this resource in a number
of ways that are hidden and subtle that we often times don't even recognize it as
being so.
As Canadians we use 5000 different products on a daily basis from the forests.

Nova Scotia has a unique forest ecosystem which is well suited for a strong and
viable forest industry.
Of the 5.1 million hectares of land in Nova Scotia, 4.5 million is in forest cover.
Our forest is diverse (Acadian Forest -which means transitional between the
northern coniferous and southern deciduous).
Approximately 45 native species of trees (15 coniferous / 30 deciduous). 2/3's
of our harvested areas will regenerate naturally due our good soil and climate.
Our markets are vast not only here in Canada, but throughout North America and
around the world.
The Christmas Tree Industry in Nova Scotia for one example contributes 30
million dollars annually our provincial economy.

The forest resource is much more than just standing timber.
Over the years we have come to understand it as a complete ecosystem and
if we are to manage it we have to manage the entire system which entails an
awful lot of things, both biotic and abiotic.

So how can forest sustainability be accomplished?
One would think that this should be easy, but it is not.
There are many factors involved in the basic equation along with a number of
variables that at any given time can interrupt and or completely destroy the best
laid plans.
Some of the basic needs include:

We need to be producing more wood on an annual basis, then what we are taking
from it.
On an annual basis every tree puts on what is referred to as an annual
increment.
This is measured and an actual figure can be determined of how many cubic
meters of wood the forest is producing each year.
If we are removing more in the form of wood products, i.e., lumber, paper
products, etc., it is only reasonable to assume that we will eventually fall behind.

"Diversity leads to stability"
We need to be managing our forests for diversity, in its' arrangement, i.e.,
species, age, heights, etc.
This is particularly important with natural disturbances as monoculture stands
have a tendency to be vulnerable to these kinds of things.
Different wildlife prefer different types of forests as well.
It is not the usual circumstance for one forest stand to supply all needs.
The needs for wildlife habitat are food, water, shelter & space and how they are
arranged within an area.

We must be willing to invest our money and time.
Forest management is expensive and money invested today doesn't necessarily
come through in our lifetime.
It usually is a long-term investment and because we are a society that likes to
see immediate results, this concept is sometimes hard to grasp.

So What Is The Problem?
Being able to accomplish these things doesn't seem to be all that difficult.
... But it is.
Some of our roadblocks to success include:

As the original inhabitants of this province, the MI’KMAQ, occupied most of the
land prior to the arrival of the early European settlers.
The First Nations people had a very unique relationship to the earth’s resources,
engaging in various life-supporting activities, ranging from hunting and gathering
to agricultural activities.
They believed that the richness of the earth has been provided by their Creator,
the Aboriginal peoples assumed a role of stewardship and pursued their activities
guided by principles of respect and responsibility to the land and natural
resources.
Generally then goverance involved systems which prohibited the destruction of
lands or resources, the sale or alocation of lands to outsiders and the sale of
land or resources without reciprocal responsibilities.

... We have a history of over-use.
Before the early settlers arrived in this province the indigenous people had a very
special relationship with the forest.
They never took anything that they didn't need and they always gave something
of themselves in return for what they received.
Examples of our hygrading approach to the forest include:
1)

The European settlers were basically farmers, so when they settled
here they cleared huge tracks of land for farming.

2)

The Napoleonic War created a need for lumber to build huge and
vast quantities of ships so trees were cut and lumber shipped
overseas.

3)

The beautiful white pine were marked with a broad arrow to signify
that they were the property of the King of England and they were cut
and shipped overseas as well to make the masts for his navy ships.

4)

In the early 1800's there were some 200 sawmills scattered
throughout the province.

... We have a high percentage of forested land in private ownership.
This is unique to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island in comparison to the rest
of Canada.
The actual land area available by the Crown to look after is really very limited
when you compare it to the rest of the land holders.

... It costs a lot to invest in stand improvement.
Funding for forest management and silviculture has decreased dramatically over
the past decade.
Assistance is available but it is not easy and as a result can be perceived as a
roadblock for some.

.

.. Opinions are different about how we should look after and use the forest.
Everyone has their own personal opinion and sometimes those opinions can be
in opposition to each other.

.

.. Lack of legislation to look after the resource.
Until recently there has been no official legislation to control what went on in the
forest of Nova Scotia.
As of April 2000, however, the Forest Sustainability Regulations are going a long
way to change that.
And as of January14, 2002 the Wildlife Habitat and Watercourse Protection
Regulations, will further impact how the forest will be managed to the benefit of
wildlife.

... Lack of public education.
If you are going to create a new awareness in the minds of people, you have to
start at an early age.
We need to be more pro-active in our efforts to inform the youth of today,
so that they will be able to react in a knowledgeable and responsible manner
when forest issues are at hand.

So Why Me?
Why is this issue important to me?
It is because we could be facing a serious problem in the foreseeable future.
No matter what side of the fence you sit on in relation to the use of the forest, we
all are in agreement that it needs our attention.

