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The Aquaculture sector is vertically integrated and includes 
both fi nfi sh and shellfi sh producers. 
•  The pristine, ice-free waters around Nova Scotia offer a 

partial solution to the protein crisis due to the increasing 
global population. 

•  Shellfi sh and fi nfi sh aquaculture are natural fi ts to Nova 
Scotia’s marine environment. 

Aquaculture Sector: 
Key Facts and Figures 
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Source: Statistics Canada Input/Output Model; Pisces Consulting



M A K I N G  W AV E S :  A Q U A C U LT U R E  S E C T O R –
K E Y  F A C T S  A N D  F I G U R E S  | OCTOBER 2022 |    2
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 In 2021, there were 235 licensed aquaculture
sites in the province. There was a total leased
area of 6,183 hectares, approximately 465 Hectares
for fi nfi sh and 5,718 hectares for shellfi sh.

  Total compensation for aquaculture sector workers
was $10.4 million in 2021, a 27% increase from 2018.

  Direct employment increased 16% since 2018.
  The aquaculture sector will continue to see growth for both

shellfish and finfish to meet increasing global demand for seafood.
Note: The most recent data available is used throughout the report. For GDP this is 2018. Other indicators are either 2019,2020 or 2021
depending on the source. See the report for further explanation.
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 NOVA SCOTIA AQUACULTURE EMPLOYMENT, 2021
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 AQUACULTURE PRODUCTION
NOVA SCOTIA, 2008-2020, TONNES, $000
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Aquaculture is an important part of meeting 
the growing global demand for seafood


