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Quick Facts – Vehicle Use and Access 

                      March, 2013 
 
In February, 2013, government released Our Parks and Protected Areas: A Proposed Plan for Nova Scotia, and invited 

Nova Scotians to participate in a consultation to shape the future of these lands.  The proposed plan suggests some 

changes to vehicle use and access in proposed protected areas.   

Vehicles and Access to Nature 
Many people enjoy protected areas as places to visit or 

camp in a natural setting, without the distraction of 

vehicle trails and sounds.  

Others value vehicle access on old roads and routes, 

perhaps to reach a favourite lake, for hunting, or to 

enjoy an afternoon outdoors with family and friends.  

To help protect the natural environment, vehicle use is 

generally prohibited in protected areas. Vehicle use is 

treated differently depending on the type of protection. 

Vehicle Use and Land Protection 
We are committed to minimizing impacts on vehicle 

routes as a result of new protection decisions by:  

 Deciding not to protect certain lands; 

 Excluding access roads and access points from 

boundaries of a proposed protected area; 

 Identifying routes for possible agreements with 

off-highway vehicle (OHV) groups or others to 

maintain important vehicle connector routes in 

new wilderness areas or additions to wilderness 

areas. 

Did you know? 

 Vehicle access can be licensed in wilderness 

areas for specific uses such as reaching private 

land or an existing legal interest. 

 Vehicle access can be permitted to campsite 

leases located within wilderness areas for 

maintenance and removal of structures. 

 In new wilderness areas, vehicle use can be 

permitted on essential connector routes. 

 Over 65 km of OHV trail in six existing 

wilderness areas will be designated once trails 

in the new Kelley River Wilderness Area are 

added to existing agreements with 

Snowmobilers Association of Nova Scotia 

(SANS) and All-terrain Vehicle Association of 

Nova Scotia (ATVANS). 

 Connecting OHV trails in 14 proposed 

wilderness areas or wilderness area additions 

will be considered for management under 

agreements. 

 48 proposed wilderness areas or nature 

reserves exclude roads or OHV trails. 

Examples: 

 Boundaries of the proposed Silver River 

Wilderness Area, in Yarmouth and Digby 

County, will enable continued vehicle access to 

popular lake and river access points. More than 

25 km of roads that provide access to the 

interior are also excluded.  

 Over 18 km of connecting, old forest roads are 

excluded from the proposed Toadfish Lakes 

Wilderness Area, in Halifax County.  

 A 4 km road at the proposed Giants Lake 

Wilderness Area, in Guysborough County, is 

excluded to the fire tower.  Over 11 km of 

connecting OHV trails will also be considered 

for management under an agreement. 

We need your help 
If you have concerns about vehicle use in proposed 

protected areas, please let us know and explain why.  

We need your help to finalize Nova Scotia’s Parks and 

Protected Areas plan. Information on proposed 

provincial parks and protected areas, including an on-

line comment form, is available at: 

http://novascotia.ca/parksandprotectedareas  

http://novascotia.ca/parksandprotectedareas

