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2023 Wildfire Season 
The Provincial Wildfire Center, located in Shubenacadie, is responsible for the coordination of wildfire 

management, the acquisition, distribution and maintenance of fire control equipment, the delivery of 

fire related training courses to district staff, fire weather and burn restriction daily readings. 

The 2023 fire season in Nova Scotia started March 15th. This season saw minimal snow fall during 

January-April (Halifax County 40cm) and minimal amount of precipitation from January to End of May 

(Halifax County 130mm), leading to an early start of wildfire activity provincially. Burn Restrictions 

were set from March 15 to October 15th with 190 days under the restriction program. 

The 2023 wildfire season was one of the most disastrous seasons in Nova Scotia history, with 220 

fires burning 25093.29 hectares of land.  

For the 2023 fire season the Burn Restrictions were set at NO BURN (RED) for 9% of the time, 41% 

in Restrictive burning (YELLOW) and 50% in Burn (GREEN) 
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FIRES AND AREA BURNED BY COUNTY 2023 
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FIRE CAUSES 
Over the past five years fire numbers have remained around the same there has however been an 

increase in area burned. Below compares the fires over the past 5 years.  

 

Year Fire Numbers Hectares Burned 

2023 220 25093.29 

2022 152 3389 

2021 113 197 

2020 176 710 

2019 143 154.5 

5-year average 160 5909 
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LAND OWNERSHIP  
2023 Fire season approximately 79789.49ha of crown was burned and 17885.8938ha of private land 

burned.8.2 ha burned on Federal Lands, 0ha of Wilderness Area.  
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Wildfires by County 2013-2023 
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Hectares by County 2011-2023 


